Contents

ACKNOWIEAGEIMENLS .......coucieeiiciii e 7
FOTEWOIA ...ttt ettt ettt et et e e s e s et eatsae s s e aesensenssaessessenseressesnennan 9
1. INEFOAUCTION .ooveeieieieeee ettt sttt s ae s

1.1 Theoretical and Methodological Questions in the Study of Folk Law
1.2 The History of the Study of FOIK Law .......cccccccouviiiiiiiiiiiciciccccccccccees

2.  The Beginnings. The Examination of Inheritance Practice at the Turn
of the Century. The Collections of Miklos Mattyasovszky (1875-1939)

and Janos Baross (1875-1926) ......ccccceeveerrerrrerreesresieessesseessessaessessaessesssessesssessssssesasns 34
3. Karoly Taganyi (1858—1924) .......ccccoeeunimriemniinicinerieiciseiene e ssesesessessesssaees 42
3.1 A Scholarly Programme for Collecting Legal Customs..........cccccceuuriuriuriiniiviiinininiinncnnes 42
3.2 On the Collection of Living Hungarian Legal Customs...........cccoeuveuviuviiniiniinininncnncnnes 47
3.3 On the Collection of Living Hungarian Legal Practices:

From the Field of Family Law and Inheritance Law ........ccccceuoeuviiricincniniccninicrnenennes 52
3.4 The Continuation of the Programme...........ccccocovuviiiiininiiiinnicicicieescsescescnsis 54
4.  Gy6z6 Bruckner (1877-1962): ‘Folklore in the Service of Legal History  ................ 57
5.  Akos Szendrey (1902-1965): Folk Society and Legal Customs ............ccoc..coovveeenreeen. 61
6.  The ‘Golden Age’: The Study of Folk Law Between 1939 and 1948...............ccccc..... 65
6.1 Istvan Gyorfty and the National Institute for Regional and Folk Studies..................... 65
6.2 The Working Group of the National Institute for Regional and Folk Studies

for Collecting Legal Customs and Traditions............cccccueieiininininininincciciciens 68
6.3 The ‘Procrustean Bed’ - Folk Law Studies Become a Government Programme......... 77
6.4 LASZIO PAPP (1903-1973) . eeeeeeeeeeeeeeseceeeeseessssseceeeeseesssssecseseseeesssssseeseeessesssssenseeeee 80
6.5 Research Camps, Field Trips (1939-1944).......cccceuuriemmerriemnemniriereieneeneieeseeesenseneeaees 82
6.5.1 The Legal History Seminar of GySrgy BONis ........cccceuviviuiiiniinciciciciciiscccccnnns 83
6.5.2 Edit Fél - Social Anthropology and the Collection of Legal Customs...........ccc...... 90
6.5.3 Laszl6 Papp’s Research Camp at Kiskunhalas..........c.cccvcvivinciniennce.
6.6 Debate in the Columns of Tdrsadalomtudomdny
6.7 Appraising the Situation and HOPES .........ccocvcuviiricncinieincccneee e
6.8 Legal Custom Collection at the Institute of Sociography of the

Eger Academy Of LaW........ccccuieiiiiniciieicnictteieseeese s sesaees 102
7.  Folk Law Studies after 1948............cccccooiiiiininiiiiiiiinicsccissssssssenes
7.1 The Ideological Criticism of Folk Law Studies ..........ccccccuevuriuriuninnnen.

7.2 ‘Détente] Folk Law Studies and Sociology of Law
7.3 Review of the Ideological Criticism ..........ccoviviiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiciccciaes




6 | Contents

8.  Istvan Imreh (1919-2003): “From Common Land to Village Community”......... 114
9.  Ernd Tarkany Sziics (1921-1984): “The Corpus of Legal Folk Customs”.............. 121
9.1 Hungarian Legal FOIK CUSTOIMS .....cciuieemirriererierirneerenneeensensesensessesensessesessessesessens 130
9.2 Practical Synthesis — Topics of Folk Law Studies from Karoly Taganyi

t0 Ernd TArKANY SZUCS...c.civeeereirieeieireiecieieeeeieie et sseesese e ssesessesesessessessnaces 133
10. 'The ‘Fabric of Scholarship’: Individual Endeavours

and InstitutionaliSAtion .........cccveueecuneuriciniireennene e ssese e seaenaees 140
L1, CONCIUSION ...ttt iseee sttt ss s nsssasesenns 147
ManusCript FEPOSILOTIES .......c.ecivuiuiriiiiiriiiiicirc ettt enes 153
DatabDase FESOUICES .........c.cuueviuereiieeieieieie ettt stasese e sese s sese et sesse e s sacen 153

REFEIEIICES ...ttt ettt et e st et as et eas et et et eteseetesesesensesessaseran 154



