Contents

Preface. . ... ... . 7
Introduction: Politics of Gender and Sexuality in Contemporary Iran. .. .. 13
Timeline. .. ..ot 20
I The Definition of Female Body as Sexual Object
by Iran’s Modern Governments . .............co.ouuiiiiineenn.... 22
Introduction .. .......ouut i e 22
Assumptions . ......... .. 23
Modern governments: dichotomy between the female body
and sex life. .. ... 26
Government efforts to produce standard bodies. ................... 30
The feminine body as a sexual object.................. ... ...... 32
Body and sex as objects in the government’s hands................. 35
Propaganda and body affinity to sex object................. ... ... 43
II  Body, Daily Life, and Sexuality in Iran during
the 18th and 19th Centuries. ..., 45
Introduction ... ........uuiiu i e 45
His Majesty and royal servants. .............c..cviiiiieinno.n. 47
The citizens of the Great Government .................cooueenn... 52
The amrads . ... .. 53
Space, body, and seX. . ... 56
Brothels and male brothels............... ... ... ... oL 56
Publicbaths. ... ..o 60
Women’s parties / men’s parties. ..................c.ooii.... 62
Discussion: amrad, a temporal gender........................ 65
Conclusion: body, corporeality, and daily life in the Qajar era. ....... 67
III Gender and Sexual Politics and the Rise of Body Control

in 20th Century Iran ..ottt 71
Introduction ... .........uiiii e 71
Historical background . ........... ... ... o i 72
Themethod ... ... i 74
Phase one: Raza Mirpanj. ............ooiuiiiiiiinienineennn... 75
Phase two: His Majesty, Reza Shah Pahlavi........................ 78

Standardization of cOStUmMes. . .......coiii i 78



12 Contents

Womens dresscode ... 81
Phase one: veiling and the social life of women in the
mid Qajar period ... ... . ... 81
Phase two: Constitutional Revolution, women
and demands for development ................ ... .. ... ... 85
Phase three: the veil sanction.............. ... ... . ... .. ... 87
The female body and discipline: The Women’s Scout Organization. . .. 97
Body, gender and urban space in the 20th century ................. 99
Concluding discussion. ... 103

IV Swamp of Oil: An Archeological Study of Economic

Participation and Women’s Ownership in Contemporary Iran ...... 105
Introduction ....... ... .o 105
Ownership and its fundamentals in the Qajarera................. 107
Modern government and the evolution of livelihood in
contemporary Iran ........... ... .. .. 109
Forbidden areas for women in contemporary Iran................. 111
Traditional and normative roots of women’s rights of ownership ....113
Marriage. ... 115
DOWTy. oo 116
Mehriyeh (marriage settlement) ............ ... ... ... 118
GIftS .ttt 123
Inheritance. . ... ... 124
Mortmain as an approach for the economic empowerment
Of WOMEN . ..ot 126
Occupation ...t 128
The 1963 land reform’s role in altering women’s
ownership and assets .. ......ovuuttit i 132
Women’s contingent ownership .................... ... ..o L 139
From movement to inertia: the reduction of women in economic
participation over the last century............ .. .. .. ... ... 141
Epilogue: Thinking as resistance (English and Farsi) ................... 146
Acknowledgments. ........ ... 159
Bibliography. . ... ..o 160
Index . ..o 181
List of figures . .. ... 186

List of Contributors (alphabetical order) .................... .. ... ... 188





